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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 


The trustees present their seventy-fifth annual report 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BOARDION TRUSTEES; 


GerorcE H. TRIpp, 


Clerk of the Board. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


The American Library Association in 1926 celebrated 
with great enthusiasm the completion of fifty years since 
its organization in 1876, and recorded a progress startling 
in its record of growth and activities. Fifty years ago there 
were only 300 public libraries in the United States and 
Canada, fewer than now in Massachusetts;.in 1926 there 
are 6,600. The library expenditures for a corresponding 
period increased from $518,000 to $37,000,000, and the 
membership of the Association beginning with 55, now 
numbers 8,000. At the meeting in Philadelphia which cele- 
brated the completion of fifty years of library work in 
America since the American Library Association was found- 
ed, speeches of more than usual impressiveness were given 
by those who assisted at the birth of the organization, and 
have lived to see the remarkable fruition of their labors. 
The meetings at Atlantic City and Philadelphia are reported 
with some degree of fullness in the Library Journals which 
are accessible to any reader in the Public Library. A full 
report of every one of the many general meetings and group 
assemblies will be published soon in the detailed report of 
the Convention. Mr. Melville Dewey, one of the most active 
members in the formation of the Association, gave an in- 
spiring address from which I shall quote a few words. He 
analyzes the literary wants of the public from the cradle 
to the grave in this form. “The child, as the adult, says, 
‘Tell me a story!’ And from that has grown knowledge of 
biography, travel, history. 


‘Sing me a song!’ That is the part of library work 
that needs rapid development; for from it has grown the 
reproducing pianos, the victrolas, the radio, and all these 
different devices that carry music. 
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“Tell me the news!’ And from that has evolved the 
newspaper, and in the library, our reading room. 


Then there is the question of ‘What?’ ‘How?’ And 
from that has come the information desk, the encyclopedia, 
the things that give information, build power and efficiency. 


Then, that most important question of all: ‘Why?’ 
These things all center about the library of the future.” 


The New Bedford Free Public: Library in this the 
Seventy-fifth report briefly records accessions, activities, 
and needs. Our library now contains over 200,000 books. 
The principal accessions during the year outside of books 
and magazines obtained by purchase, have been occasional 
gifts of books from interested citizens who have presented 
material which, though often duplicating the books already 
on the shelves, is of use as a magazine for future needs. 


An interesting and valuable gift to the library was a 
beautiful ivory eagle, presented by Mrs. James F. Smith. 
This eagle with a wing spread of 5 feet is a marvelous 
piece of Japanese handiwork, and makes a notable addition 
to the art works that the library possesses. 


The most notable event of the year has been the open- 
ing of the South Branch in an attractive building situated 
in the busy part of the south-end of the city; and to show 
the appreciation of the extra library facilities opened to the 
citizens of that section, it is enough to say that the circula- 
tion of books has already more than doubled and bids fair 
to increase still more rapidly as its advantages become well- 
known. 


The High School Library still performs a most useful 
function in supplying the needs of the ever increasing number 
of pupils in that building with the reference books and liter- 
ary guidance which they require. ? 


60 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The hospital service which supplies the patients and 
nurses at St. Luke’s with books from the small deposit which 
the library has maintained there shows its usefulness in the 
strong increase in circulation. In October, 1925, when the 
service was inaugurated there were 89 books and magazines 
circulated; in April, 1926, there were 541, and the work 
of the Hospital Librarian, and the value of the service, given 
seem to be appreciated by the patients. 


From duplicate material in the library the House of 
Correction has been given 150 books in response to a request 
made by the officials. 


Book Talks have been carried on as usual in the Lecture 
Hall, the list of 1926 being as follows, 


Cooper Gaw. 
Rudyard Kipling 
Mary A. Bradford. 


Life of an American Artist fifty years ago. 


‘Rev. John M. Groton. 
Charnwood’s “According to St. John.” 


Olrvensirescott s | teaae 
Emily Dickinson, Her Life and Poems. 


Frederick W. Hayford. 
The Poetry of Amy Lowell. 


Edward A. Sullivan. 
Montaigne, the Essayist. 


Rev. William H. Parker. 


Review of T. N. Carver’s “Economic Revolution 
in the United States.” 
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Rey. E. Stanton Hodgin. 


Review of, “Why We Behave Like Human Beings.” 


Ralph H. Tukey. 


Aeschylus and the Greek Drama. 


Rev. H. B. Williams. 


Chinese Literature. 


Rev. Roy B. Guild. 


Selma Lagerlof. 


Miss Anna B. Trowbridge. 
Music of the Old South. 


George H. Tripp. 


Reading With a Purpose, and Review of the Books 


Ot 1925. 


The Lecture Room 1s, as usual, proving itself of great 
value to the citizens at large, the number of meetings held 
in the library during the past year being 700, by 50 organiza- 
tions and committees, covering such diversified societies, as, 
The Advertising Club, Daughters of Isabella, Rhineberger 
Club, High School Debaters, Animal Rescue League, Women’s 
Republican Club, University Extension Courses on Music, 
Public Speaking, and Domestic Arts, Daughters of Veterans, 
Dante Players, etc. etc.; a full list of these is given in the 
appendix. 


Children’s Book Week was celebrated as usual, both at 
the main library and at the branches. Attention was given 
to emphasizing features which make it a useful festival in 
the library year. 


Publications besides the annual reports have consisted 
of a French Catalogue of 65 pages, covering books in the 
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French language which the library owns; a list of Catholic 
books which has been many times asked for by patrons of the 
library ; a list of magazines and newspapers, numbering over 
400 subscribed to by the library; a pamphlet with a list of 
Books Worth While, a Christmas Festival bibliography 
which was circulated just before Christmas. 


There have been two exhibitions during the year, one 
of pictures representing the life of St. Francis of Assisi, 
and an unusual collection of landscape photographs taken 
by Mr. Howard M. Wood of this city. 


The circulation of books for the year is just under 
550,000, the largest circulation ever recorded by this library. 


Staff Meetings at which library methods are examined 
and discussed have been held at somewhat regular intervals. 


The various department reports subjoined will give a 
detailed account of the work carried on by these different 
divisions of the library service. 


Thanks are due to the Boston Public Library for 
courtesies extended in sending books that were not in our 
collection. 


As usual the comments of visitors from out of the city 
have been extremely favorable to the resources of our library 
which seem to surprise them by their extent. 


The most emphatic need for the near future is the ex- 
tension of library facilities in the north-end. The present 
branch is situated at least a mile and a half from the center 
of north-end activities. In its present position the clientage 
of the library comes almost entirely from the north and 
northwest. 
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By building a branch somewhat similar to that of the 
south-end in the vicinity of Baylies Square, the library needs 
of the people in that section of the city would be assured for 
many years. With the growth of the city, naturally the 
time will come when a branch should be established beyond 
Lund’s Corner, but for several years, the location suggested 
will be ample for book service. It would be extremely en- 
couraging if during the coming year, the land, at least, 
could be secured as a start towards this projected service 
which is so much needed. 


The work of the staff merits commendation, and the 
result of their unselfish and efficient labors is manifest in 
the increasing use of the library. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE H. TRIPP, 


Librarian. 
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ART SORE AR TMEN Ts 


The A. L. A. “Reading with a purpose”’ series, contain- 
ing suggestions of interesting works upon many subjects has 
proved valuable in this department which has added the 
books included in the “Ears to hear” and “Architecture’’ lists. 
Other books which have been most keenly appreciated are 
Pennell’s “Adventures of an illustrator,’ “Howard Pyle, 
a chronicle,” “Personalities in art’? by Cortissoz, “Homes of 
our ancestors,” and the new little book on Sandwich glass. 
While the University Extension course in interior decoration 
was conducted our reserve shelf of books was consulted 
daily; in fact the demand in that line is always insistent, as _ 
is the plea of the collector of antiques. 


Although no new pictures have been purchased, the col- 
lection has been enlarged by a few gifts and 1512 mounted 
clippings so that we now have a total of about 59,000 for 
circulation. 


Both books and pictures have been issued on the library 
loan plan to Fall River, Vineyard Haven, and various places 
on, Cape Cod. 


The only loan exhibitions of the year were those of the 
reproduction of the Subercaseaux illustrations for the life 
of St. Francis of Assisi in October, and of “The Beautiful 
in Nature as found and evolved by Howard M. Wood” in 
December. Both of these collections were appreciated by a 
goodly number of visitors and very favorable comments 
were expressed. 


JANE E. GARDNER, 
Art Librarian. 
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GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


The work of this department has gone on as in other 
years—assisting people to run down ancestors, or start 
charts; checking up and indexing local papers; pasting 
in the scrap-book of pictures pertaining to southeastern 
Massachusetts, and mounting others for the New Bedford 
Picture Collection: as well as, sorting and pasting gene- 
alogical clippings from the Boston Transcript, and trying 
to find information for those who write to us for it. 
When the Transcript items were first saved, the whole pages | 
containing them were taken from the paper and bound, 
making two books. The paper has become dry and brittle 
and, with handling, the items will be lost. In order to pre- 
serve them, they are being cut up and will be pasted in 
scrap-books. 


A few photographs have been given to us for the picture 
collection. 


Books on Junior High School work were reserved in 
this room for the use of teachers during the Spring and 
Summer. 


Records and genealogical data have been loaned us 
for copying during the year. We are always glad to have 
anything of this kind which will help anyone who is search- 
ing for information. 


A vertical filing case for the New Bedford Picture 
Collection has been ordered and will aid greatly in its 
proper care. The pictures are-~being indexed according to 
subject and thus may be readily found. 
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Books have been added to our collection as follows :— 


Vital Records. 


Dana, Massachusetts. 


Roxbury, Massachusetts, Vol. I, Births. 
Woburn, Massachusetts. Births, marriages and deaths. 


1873-1890 ; 1891-1900. 


“American marriage records before 1699,” edited and com- 
piled by William M. Clemens. 


Histories. 


New England. 
“Conquest of New England by the immigrant,” by, 
Daniel C. Brewer. 


“To Monadnock,” compiled by Helen Cushing Nutting. 
“Town proprietors of the New England Colonies,” by 
Roy H. Akagi. 


Rhode Island. 
“Rhode Island Ferries, 1640-1923.” by Anna A. and 
Charles V. Chapin. 
“South County Studies,’ by Esther Bernon Carpenter. 


Genealogies. 


Brownell. 


“Genealogical record of the descendants of Thomas 
Brownell, 1619-1910,” compiled by George G. 
Brownell. 


Haskell. 
“Genealogy of Roger Haskell, of Salem, Mass., and his 


descendants,” compiled by George L. Randall for 
the Haskell Family. (Typewritten). ~ 
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Hatch. 
“Genealogy and history of the Hatch family,’ Part III. 


Robeson. 

“An historical and genealogical account of Andrew 
Robeson, of Scotland, New Jersey, and Pennsylva- 
nia, and of his descendants, from 1653-1916,” by 
Susan Robeson, Caroline F. Stroud, and Kate H. 
Osborne. 


Wallbridge. 
“Descendants of Henry Wallbridge who married Anna 
Amos,” compiled by William G. Wallbridge. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Pte Pepe sbi ies 
Genealogical Librarian. 
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REPORT OF THE JUVENILE, DEPARTMENT. 


The outstanding feature of development in our Library 
this year has been the opening of the South Branch build- 
ing. It is most gratifying to this department to be able to 
supply better service to children at the south end of the 
city than the previous cramped quarters would permit. A 
steady increase in circulation at this branch demonstrated 
that there was a need for improvement and that the need 
is being met. 


The appropriation for children’s books has been very 
generous, but your Children’s Librarian sees the tremendous 
possibilities for increased work with young people which 
would necessitate a large appropriation of funds. In other 
words, work with children is hampered because of insuf-_ 
ficient funds. Early childhood is the time when children 
read the most, when their time is not filled with duties. In- 
creasing years bring increasing obligations and it is the task 
of this department to create a love for books early in the 
life of a child. The wear and tear on children’s books is 
very great and replacements and duplications are costly. 
We should never have enough fairy books to supply the 
demand if we purchased whole outputs of publishers! The 
circulation of Juvenile books from the Central Library, 
Branches, Schools, and other agencies comprises a little short 
of one half the total circulation of the Library. 


Children’s Book Week, which has developed into a 
national affair, was observed in November. Your Children’s 
Librarian talked. on books for children at meetings of 
mothers’ clubs and acted as book consultant at Hutchinson’s 
Book Store during that week. The annual essay contest was 
held by the Standard and a book pantomime was staged at 
the New Bedford Theatre by Mrs. Clare Woodruff’s dancing 
class. 
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The opening of the Junior High Schools with librarians 
in attendance will take care of the 8th grade classes in li- 
brary instruction. This situation will give this department 
time to develop other lines of work, such as giving more 
attention to the State Reading Certificate work. During 
1926, 266 five-book certificates and 14 honor certificates 


were granted. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JANE ELLIS THUMAN, 
Children’s Librarian. 


January 19, 1927. 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 


Herewith is submitted a report of the work of the 
Reference Department for the year ending December 31, 
1926. 


A review of the year’s work shows a normal growth 
in the number of books and magazines circulated and a 
steadily increasing use of the reference collection itself. 
Business men, especially, are availing themselves of the 
Library’s collection of city directories, while salesmen fill 
in time between appointments by perusing surveys of in- 
dustries and the various trade directories. 


An effort has been made to assist patrons in the in- 
tensive use of reference material, by indicating any special 
method of arrangement of the text, as well as the indexes 
and appendices peculiar to the work in question. The policy 
of explaining the use of the periodical and newspaper in- 
dexes, such as the Reader’s Guide and the New York Times 
index, has been extended to adults. This practice is the 
result of requests by people who stated that their sons and 
daughters reported that there were methods of locating 
articles in magazines even if one could not recall the author’s 
name, the date, or the title of the magazine. 


1926 has been a year without contests, if we except 
oratorical and debating activities. Conversation is said to 
be on the way to becoming a lost art, but the ever-increasing 
number of youthful controvertists would seem to indicate 
that argumentation, at least, is still in high favor. These 
boys and girls, by the way, are manifesting a commendable 
attitude of care and responsibility for public property. Al- 
though their use of the files of periodicals and strictly refer- 
ence books is extensive, no instances of mutilation may be 
traced to these debaters. (Would that adults who have a 


¢ 
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penchant for collecting advertising coupons and diagrams of 
raido sets might cultivate a similar ethical standard !) 


One of the factors which feature prominently in the 
work of the department is the number of telephone requests 
for information. These queries are chiefly for brief sta- 
tistics, dates, and addresses. With a telephone at the In- 
formation Desk in prospect, the attendants hope to give this 
type of service more promptly than it is now possible to do. 


A comparison of circulation statistics serves as a guage 
of readers’ interests as revealed in the type of book chosen. 
Although the magazines -naturally lead in circulation from 
this department, there has been manifest an increase in the 
number of requests for material on philosophical, ethical,. 
and religious subjects, while poetry and drama are frequently 
sought as recreational reading by those who are not asking 
for it because “the teacher said we gotta read a play.” 


Below is a record of books and magazines lent for 
home use. 





Reference circulation, 8,685 
High School loans, Soo 
Inter-library loans, NI 

9,460 


Respectfully submitted, 


ELIZABETH LUCILE PALMER. 
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HOSPITALSLIBRARY, SERVICE: 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Total, 
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Circulation for 1926, 


380 
310 
529 
541 
447 
515 
605 
564 
512 
444 
631 
660 





6,138 
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REPORT OR NORTH BRANCH 


For the Year 1926. 


Books circulated— 


Adult, 33,900 
Juvenile, 22,682 
Books from Central, 174 


Cards issued— 
From North Branch (including 113 juvenile 
transfers), 
Juvenile cards from Central, 
Periodicals in reading room, 
Newspapers in reading room, 
Books sent to Central to be rebound or rejected :— 
Adult, 
Juvenile, 
Books rejected on account of contagious disease, 
Overdue cards, 
Overdue letters, 
Cash on hand January 2, 1926, 
Fines during year, 


To Central, 


Cash on hand January 3, 1927, 


For lost and damaged books, 
To Central, 


Cash on hand, ‘ 
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56,756 


456 
449 
31 
18 


399 

276 

16 
1,148 
194 

bo LOE 
192:26 





$202.77 
198.00 





$ 4.77 


o.03 
oe 9, 





$5.02 
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APPENDIX A. 


ADDITIONS BY CLASSES IN YEAR 1926. 


NEW TITLES 


General Works, 

Ethics and Philosophy, 

Religion, 

Sociology, 

Manners and Customs, 

Folk Lore, 

Education, 

Language, 

Science, 

Useful Arts, 

Medicine, Physiology, and 
Hygiene, 

Fine Arts, 

Music, 

Amusements and Sports, 


Literature, Wu 123 
Description and Travel, 76 
Individual: Biography, 70 


Collective Biography and 
Genealogy and Heraldry, 15 


History, 57 
Fiction, 294 
New Titles in Foreign 
Languages 
French, 13 
Greek, 1 
Portuguese, 13 
Slovak, 1 
Books for children, 145 
Books for the Blind, 16 
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APPENDIX B. 


CIRCULATION. 
Main collection, Adult, 
No. of 
Classification. Books 
Miscellaneous, and periodicals, 8,221 
Philosophy, 1,343 
Religion, 1,265 
Sociology, 2,977 
Language, 843 
Science, 1,851 
Useful Arts, 4741 
Fine Arts, 6,027 
English literature, 6,262 
Foreign literature, 1,163 
Biography, 3,959 
History, 2,795 
Travel and description, 4,152 
English fiction, 141,044 
Foreign fiction, 5,466 
Main Collection, Juvenile, 
Classification, 

Fairy Tales, 6,335 
Biography, 820 
History, - 1,731 
Travel and description, 1,365 
Fiction, 30,828 
Miscellaneous, including Bible 

Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 11,056 
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Per cent 
of Whole 


12:15 
1.57 
ade 
2.62 

59.13 


212k 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 
Main Desk,* 78,343; Ingraham Hall, 99,173; Reference Room,* 
8,685; Art Room,* 5,140, (Including 117 books for the 


Blind) ; Genealogical Room,* 451; Teachers’ 
Room, 317; 
Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 
Books circulated from School Collection, 


Books circulated from High School Library, 


Books circulated directly from Branch 
Reading Rooms, 


Inter-library loans, (Ref. R. 222, Art R. 32, 


Gen’! R. 6, Desk 6), 
St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Other Agencies, 


Total circulation of books, 
*See also Inter-library loans in this table. 


192,109 
52,135 
147,081 
4,100 


140,938 
266 
6,138 
802 


543,569 
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Pictures loaned: Art Department. 


Art Photographs, 43 
Prints, 129 
Prints, (color), 35,084 
Architecture, 188 
Sculpture, 2 
Stereographs, (Juv. R. 5,577), 6,677 
Miscellaneous, (Gen’l. R.8), ' 26,950 

69,073 


GENERAL STATISTICS” FOR 1926, 
Books Added. 


Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 3,860 
Volumes purchased, Juvenile Room, 2,168 
Volumes purchased, School Collection, 1,080 
Volumes purchased, Continuation School, 0 
Volumes added by gift and entered, 425* 

7,933 


PAMPHLETS ADDED: 


Pamphlets purchased, 133 

Pamphlets added by gift, 2,742 
2,875 

Other Additions. 

Photographs, (gift) 19 

Atlas folios, maps, (gift) 

Mounted clippings, (pictures) , 1,493 

Magazine subscriptions from individuals, 7, 


Volumes worn out and withdrawn 
(95 exposed to contagious disease.) 
Main Collection, (incl. 42 St. Luke’s and 


House of Correction 233), 1,851 
Juvenile Room, 923 
School collection, 743 
Continuation School, 134 
3,651 
Volumes replaced 
Main collection, 658 
Juvenile Room, 1,058 
School collection, ; 412 
2,128 
Net addition to the Library in volumes, 3,882 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1925, 193,129 


Number of volumes in Library (exclusive of Denham 
Library), December 31, 1926, 197,011 
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Volumes bound, including periodicals and books rebound: 


Main collection, 3,108 
Juvenile Room, 694 
School collection, isis 
6,782 
Periodicals in Reading Room (including 114 by gift) 392 
Newspapers in Reading Room (includng 8 by gift) 57 
New cards issued, and re-registration, Central Library 
Adult, Central Library, 3,010 
(Includes 760 Juvenile Transfers) 
Through Branches, 1,138 4.148 
Cancelled, 152 3,996 
Juvenile, Central Library, 2,138 
Through Branches, 1,287 3,425 
Cancelled, 25 3,400 
7,396 
Total Registration, Borrowers, Adult, Active list, (including 
4,034 Juvenile Transfers) 26,128 
Juvenile, Active list, 9,887 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library— Postal cards, 6,644; letters, 783; 7,427 
Juvenile Room— Postal cards, 2,068; letters, 201; 2,269 
Branches— Postal cards, 3,490; letters, 449; 3,939 


Books sent for by messenger, 173. 
Books secured by messenger, 105. 


BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL 


NORTH 
Books circulated—Adult, 33,900 
Juvenile, 22,682, Central, 174, 56,756 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 113 Juvenile Transfers) 457, Juvenile 456, 913 


Periodicals in Reading Room, aL 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 18 
SOUTH 

Books circulated—Adult, 26,470 
Juvenile, 30,171; Central ii7 56,758 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 139 Juvenile Transfers) 566, Juvenile 742 1,308 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 28 


Newspapers in Reading Room, vi 
WEST 
Books circulated—Adult, 19,222 
Juvenile, 8,493, Central, 139, 27,854 
Adult (including 33 Juvenile Transfers) 115, Juvenile 89, 204 
Periodicals in Reading Room, | 24 


Newspapers in Reading Room, 11 
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RIND) Voce 


FORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration. 


Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1926. 
Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 
Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 

City or Town, New Bediord, Mass. 

Population served, (Estimated) 126,242. 

Terms of use— 

Free for lending 
Free for reference. 
Total number of agencies 
Consisting of—Central library, One. 
Branches, Three. 
High School Library. 
Other agencies, 33 schools, (206 rooms in 
schools.) 

Outlying Schools, 11. 
Y; M.-C. A. Camp: 
YY Wei VAS Camp: 
Girl Scouts. Camp. 
Boy Scouts Camp. 
7 Continuation school classes. 
1 Hospital. 
1 Relief ship. 
Books lent to 23 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of one library. 


Number of days open during year (Central library), 363. 

Hours open each week for lending (Central library), 72. 

Hours open each week for reading (Central library), 79. 

(Holidays and Sundays, open seven hours for reading, except that 
Library closed July 4, and Christmas Day). 

Total number of staff, 26. 

Total valuation of library property, $850,000. 


INCREASE 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes at beginning of 


year, 165,744 27,385. » 194;t29 

Number of volumes added during 
year by purchase 3,860 3,248 7,108 

Number of volumes added during 

year by gift or exchange and 
entered 425 425 


170,029 30,633 200,662 
Number of volumes withdrawn dur- 


ing year 1,851 1,800 3,651 
Total number at end of year ...... 168,178 28,833 197,011 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, 

Number of pamphlets added during year, 

Number of maps and charts added during year, 

Total number of maps at end of year, 

Number of photographs ‘added during year, including 
prints and pictures, 

Post Cards, colored, 

Total number of prints including photgraphs, etc., 

Number of sheets of music added during year, 

Total number of sheets of music at end of year, 

Number of clippings added during year, 

Total number of clippings, 


USE 


Adult Juvenile 
Total number of volumes, lent for 
home use 344,353 199,216 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
for home use from Central 
library, (including Foreign) 146,510 30,828 
Number of prints lent for home use, 
Recorded use in reading rooms, 
Number of exhibitions held, 
Number of lectures given, 
Number of publications issued, 


REGISTRATION 


Adult Juvenile 
Number of borrowers registered 
during year (and re-registrations, 


part of year), 4,148 3,425 
Total number of registered borrow- 

ers, active list, 26,128* 9,542 
Cancelled, 1926, 152 25 


Registration period, 5 years. 


Total 
543,569 
177,338 

69,073 


13 
5 


Total 


Pay} 


35,670 
177 


Number of periodicals, (including newspapers and transactions of 


societies) currently received. 


392 titles with 534 copies of magazines 
and 57 titles, with 102 copies of newspapers. 
Number of persons using library for reading and study: Not 


counted. 
*Includes 4,034 Juvenile Transfers. 
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APPEND 


Meetings held in the Library building by the 
following organizations. 


Free Public Library Lectures. 

Teacher’s Meetings. 

Blind Reading Circle. 

Day Nursery. 

Family Welfare. 

Americanization Classes. 

Catholic Women’s Club. 

Jewish Women. 

League Women Voters. 

New Bedford Horticultural 
Society. 

Correct English Conversation. 

Garden Club. 

Eastern Star. 

Boy Scouts. 

University Extension, 

League of Nations. 

Market Garden. 

Bristol County Nurses Associ- 
ation. 

Business and 
Women’s Club. 

New Bedford Grange. 

Trinitarian Church Commit- 
tee; 

Kindergarten Club. 

Red Cross. ) 

Central Council of Social 
Agencies. 

High School Alumni Assoc. 


Professional 


Daughters of American Rey- 
olution. 

Woman’s Republican Club. 

Animal Rescue League. 

City Mission. 

Old Dartmouth Teachers’ As- 
sociation. 

Mental Hygiene. 

Grenfell Association. 

Hospital Committee. 

Daily Vacation Bible Society. 

Almond Players. 

Daughters of Veterans. 

Alcott Club. 

Knights of Malta. 


-Woman’s Christian Temper- 


ance Union. 
Student Players. 
May Festival Committee. 
Music Week Committee. 
Sons American Revolution. 
Teacher’s Advisory Board. 
New Bedford Teachers’ Ad- 
visory Board. 
Council of Religions Educa- 
tion. 
Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety. 
le Bee Work 
Daughters of Isabella. 
Disabled War Veterans. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Appropriation, 
Salaries, $41,031.03 
Wages, 18,252.90 
Fuel and Light, 665.64 
Repairs, 294.32 
Furniture and Furnishings, 283.66 
Janitor’s Supplies, 307.44 
Building, Miscellany, 79.86 
Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 940.69 
Express and Cartage, 470.98 
Telephone, 121.70 
Books, 823.16 
Periodicals, 141.99 
Binding books, 285.50 
Binding periodicals, 36.00 
Supplies, 774.10 
Labor, 1.12 
Janitor’s miscellany, 61.04 
Miscellany, 388.20 
$64,959.33 
Balance, 40.67 

KEMPTON FUND. 

Balance, $ 177.14 
Income, 11,039.11 
Books, $8,003.45 
Periodicals, ‘ 1,616.25 
Binding books, 943.82 
Binding periodicals, 6.58 
Library supplies, 53.10 
Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 403.98 
Library miscellany, 102.07 
All other, 63.333 
$11,192.58 
Balance, 23.67 


Zia0 


$65,000.00 


$65,000.00 


$11,216.25 


$11,216.25 
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SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND. 


Balance, $ 298.10 
Income, 2,139.11 
Books, $1,230.29 
Periodicals, 121.00 
Binding books, 647.73 
Binding periodicals, 49.50 
Supplies, 75.50 
Library miscellany, ; 8.00 
All other, 21.85 

$2,153.87 


Balance, 283.34 


J. B. CONGDON FUND. 


Balance, $18.44 
Income, 25.00 
Books, $11.34 
Periodicals, 4.00 

$15.34 


Balance, 28.10 


Ge.OU CROCKER EUN D: 


Balance, $21.71 
Income, 451.00 
Books, $104.56 
Periodicals, 15.00 
Supplies, 52.50 
Library Miscellany, 52.00 

$224.06 


Balance, 248.65 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 


Balance, $9.18 
Income, 50.00 
Books, $26.55 
Printing, ke) 
Library Miscellany, 4.00 

$38.30 


Balance, 20.88 


$2,437.21 


$2,437.21 


$43.44 


$43.44 


$472.71 


$472.71 


$59.18 


$59.18 
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EDWARD DENHAM FUND. 
Income, $190.64 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR. FUND. 


Balance, $40.67 

Income, 80.00 
ea ee $120.67 

Books, $50.01 

Library Miscellany, 22.50 

} $72.51 

Balance, 48.16 
—_—__— $120.67 

C. W. MORGAN FUND. 

Balance, $34.16 

Income, 50.00 
—_—___ $84.16 

Books, $12.35 

Periodicals, 13.75 

Printing, 18.15 

$44.25 

Balance, 39.91 
——_—____—_ $84.16 

C. L. WOOD FUND. 

Balance, $38.36 

Income, 100.00 
wo $138.36 

Books, $55.17 

Periodicals, 12.10 

Printing and Stationery, 19.70 

Supplies, 20.00 

Library Miscellany, 2.00 

$108.97 


Balance, 29.39 
———- $138.36 
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DOG FUND. 


Balance, 
Income, 


Books, 

Periodicals, 

Binding books, 
Binding periodicals, 
Wages, 

Lighting, 

Repairs, 

Furniture, 

Janitor’s supplies, 
Building, Miscellany, 
Printing, Stationery, 
Express and Cartage, 
Telephone, 

Supplies, 

Library miscellany, 
All other, miscellany, 


Balance, 


LOTALS: 


Salaries, 

Wages, 

Fuel and Lights, 

Repairs, 

Furniture and Furnishings 
Janitor’s Supplies, 

Library Supplies, 

Supplies, 

Building Miscellany, 
Labor, 

All other Miscellany, 
Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 
Express and Cartage, 
Telephone, 

Books, 

Binding books, 

Binding periodicals, 
Periodicals, 


FINES. 
Balance December 1, 1925, 
Fines collected to December 1, 1926, 


Miscellaneous receipts, December 1, 1926, 


Paid City Treasurer, 
Balance for change, 


14 
4,868.19 

ee 
$1,426.29 
12.53 
1,542.27 
49.55 
327.15 
37.46 
39.30 
194.00 
18.12 
5.45 
380.70 
67.21 
37.99 
150.34 
231.05 
4.75 
$4,524.16 
344.17 

$4,868.33 

$41,031.03 

18,580.05 

703.10 

333.62 

477.66 

325.56 

53.10 

1,072.44 

85.31 

112 

960.79 

1,770.97 

538.19 

159.69 

11,743.17 

3,419.32 

141.63 

1,936.62 

$83,333.37 
17.10 
1,482.68 
162.25 

a ee 
$1,622.25 
22.68 


$1,644.93 


City or New BeEpForp. 


In BoarD oF ALDERMEN, 
January 27, 1927. 


Received, ordered printed in the city documents, and 


sent down for concurrence. 


ROME Us vA. SWAN 
City Clerk: 


In ComMoNnN COUNCIL, 
January 27, 1927. 
Concurred. 


RUTH GAHILCIOM 
Clerk. 





